Ashkal Alwan Documentary Film Commission – Application Form & Guidelines

New Deadline December 20th 2010
Kindly type or paste in your information, then print out & sign the completed form.

The following application may be filled out in either English or Arabic. Applicants should carefully read the application & submission guidelines & provide all documents according to the CHECKLIST at the bottom of the application form. 



Application

· Name of Applicant(s): The project’s primary author––can be an individual, or a public or private entity. Organizations & companies must also provide proof of registration. See guidelines for eligibility*.
· Contact Information






Address:




Daytime Phone:




Email:

· Applicant Brief Bio (up to 5 lines max): Please attach your CV.

· List of Key Team Members: Please specify the projected role of each with brief bios, & attach CVs for all.

· Working Title:

· Synopsis:

· Capture Format:

· Delivery Format (DigiBeta, HD, or other):

· Project Description (up to 5 pages total): Specify how you will conduct fieldwork and filming in each of the following countries: Lebanon, Egypt, and Palestine. Provide a treatment describing how the story will be translated to screen (things to consider: theme, format, stylistic approach, point of view, and narrative structure). The film must be accessible to both Arabic and English speaking audiences. Be sure to include your strategy for the promotion of the film. 

· Project Timeline: Provide a detailed project timeline. The timeline should be a chronological list of tasks and travels to be completed within a specific time frame. The general timeframe for completing the project should be about a year from the selection date, and will be coordinated with the applicant.
· Project Budget Plan: The budget should reflect the total expected cost for the documentary, including research and development, production, and post-production phases. The budget should also include in-kind expenses. Should the total budget exceed USD 45,000, please provide a detailed fundraising strategy, list other potential sources of support, which may include public, private, or commercial sources, and specify expected amounts. Please bear in mind that expected amounts are understood to be estimated projections & are for guiding purposes only.
· DVD of Sample Work (attached): Please submit no more than three samples. Please note that the materials will not be returned to the senders.


Submission Guidelines

· Eligibility: Independent directors, producers, individuals or entities producing television, film, or video programming are eligible to apply. Applicants must hold artistic, budgetary and editorial control; and must be responsible for clearing and negotiating permissions with interviewees and rights of sampled copyright material. Please specify the nature of the receiving entity (individual, for-profit company, non-profit organization, or other), and be sure to provide proof of registration if not an individual. 

Important! Although foreign co-productions, entities & team members are welcome, 
team leadership and direction must remain an essentially Arab initiative.
· If awarded, the applicant agrees to complete the program according to the proposed timeline, project description, and budget, and agrees to receive regular feedback from Ashkal Alwan in good faith. Progress reports and previews will be expected every two months. 
· While copyright of the finished film will be the property of the author(s), Ashkal Alwan reserves the right to screen the film at any time for non-profit & educational purposes. All other matters will be discussed and finalized once the project is selected.

· Ashkal Alwan will provide a grant of $45,000 for the commission. Projected budgets exceeding $45,000 must propose a convincing fundraising plan for the remaining budget.
· Ashkal Alwan will not be responsible for facilitating the production process or the securing of filming permits.

· The name of the selected applicant(s) will be communicated by the end of October 2010. Applicants will not be notified of rejected submissions. 

· The film should be completed within roughly a year from the selection date, and will be discussed with the selected applicant.

· The new deadline for submissions is December 20th 2010. Please print out & sign the completed application form & fill in the CHECKLIST BELOW of all attached documentation & visuals. All documentation must come in ONE ENVELOPE, marked clearly & legibly with the applicant’s name and the heading “AA Documentary Film Proposal”. All submitted material will be considered the property of Ashkal Alwan and will not be returned to sender. Ashkal Alwan is not responsible for any material lost in the mail. Ashkal Alwan will confirm receipt of all applications. If receipt of your application has not been confirmed within a week of sending, please notify Ashkal Alwan.

The Ashkal Alwan Documentary Film Commission is supported by the Ford Foundation.


Submission Checklist

Please go over the following checklist of all documentation included in your submission, typing [x] where applicable:
· [  ] The COMPLETE Application Form, Printed Out & Signed (required)

· [  ] The applicant’s CV, attached (required)

· [  ] Team Members’ CVs, attached (required)

· [  ] DVD of Sample Work (required)

· [  ] Proof of Registration (required for organizations & companies)

· [  ] Other (please specify): 

Please submit your proposal by Fed-Ex or other registered express post to:
Ashkal Alwan

Saab Bldg #2, 4th Floor (facing The Radisson–Martinez hotel),

Phoenicia St., Ain El Mreisseh,

Beirut ​– Lebanon

Office Tel: +961 1 360 251

Office Hours: Monday–Friday; 10am – 6pm

www.ashkalalwan.org


Sign & Submit

Once you have printed out the completed application form, kindly check [x] the following statement & sign below:

[x] I hereby certify that all information provided in & attached to this application form is valid at the time of submission, that I am the rightful author of the submitted proposed project, and that I have carefully read and fully agree with the Ashkal Alwan Documentary Film Commission Guidelines.

Date: 













Signature:
